THE ROMAN WALL

from the north gates of their forts to give battle in the open.
In 197 AJX, however, the Picts broke through the Wall and
destroyed the Roman sites in the north. Repaired by Severus,
the Wall was twice broken through, in 297 and 367, Its
garrison, drained off to defend other frontiers of the Empire
against the Germanic tribes, held out gallantly till it was
relieved in 383, when the known history of the Wall ends.
For by then the front line of defence in Britain was the south
coast, where from forts such as Reculver and Rutupiae, the
Counts of the Saxon Shore watched the seas for the new
enemies of Rome.

Over 200 years after the departure of the legions a battle
was fought on the Roman Wall, which changed the history of
Northumbria. At Hevenfield in 634, Oswald, a Christian
prince, fought against the Welsh prince Cadwallon, the most
powerful enemy of Northumbria. Before battle Oswald set
up a wooden cross and said to his men, * Let us bow the knee
and together pray the Almighty God, living and true, that He
will in His mercy save us from the proud and savage enemy as
He knows we have undertaken a just war for the salvation of
our nation.' Cadwallon was defeated and killed and the
Northumbrians, who had been wavering between Christianity
and paganism, eagerly embraced the faith of their king. Thus
the battle resulted not only in the end of Celtic aggression, but
also in the re-christianisation of Northumbria, The chapel of
St. Oswald-on-the-Wall, built on the site of the battle, became
the centre of pilgrimage. ' Thither also the brethren of the
church of Hagulstad (Hexham), which is not far from thence,
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